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Date: 11th February 2026




Dear Parent/Carer,

Essex Police are asking for your support in tackling a growing issue affecting our town. We are seeing an increase in illegal off‑road motorbikes, including both petrol and electric bikes, being ridden across public spaces, cycle tracks, and parks in Harlow. Many of these bikes are unregistered, uninsured, and often ridden dangerously.
These vehicles are not only a noise nuisance — they pose a serious risk to children, families, pedestrians, and other road users. Bikes are sometimes stored locally in gardens, sheds, communal areas, or hidden under tarpaulins, and we rely on the community’s help to identify where they may be kept or used.

Why this matters:

Illegal use on public or private land:
Under Section 34 of the Road Traffic Act 1988, it is an offence to ride any mechanically propelled vehicle — including e‑bikes, trail bikes, mini motos and quad bikes — on public land or private land without the landowner’s permission.
Anti‑social behaviour:
Section 59 of the Police Reform Act 2002 makes it an offence to misuse a motor vehicle in a way that causes harassment, alarm, or distress to the public.
Essex Police have powers to seize, remove, and destroy bikes being used illegally.

How you can help
We’re asking for the community’s assistance to help us build a clearer intelligence picture.
You can support us by:
· Reporting locations where off‑road bikes are stored or regularly used
(e.g., gardens, sheds, alleyways, parks, or cycle tracks).
· Sharing CCTV, Ring doorbell, or mobile phone footage showing these bikes being ridden dangerously or transported.
· Providing any information you have, even if it seems small — it may be the missing piece we need.
Please send information to:
📧 harlownpt@essex.police.uk
Or report anonymously to CrimeStoppers at:
🔗 www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Working together to keep Harlow safe
Your information can directly help us identify offenders, locate illegal vehicles, and take enforcement action. Together, we can reduce anti-social behaviour, prevent injuries, and protect our public spaces.

Thank you for your continued support in keeping our community safe.
Kind regards,
Essex Police – Harlow Neighbourhood Policing Team

Inspector Gemma Mariner.
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In an emergency always dial 999. For non emergencies dial 101
www.essex.police.co.uk




